Create relevance that can enable

audiences to seize new opportunities and
keep pace with knowledge

Encourage individual curiosity that can move with sensitivity toward
informed opinion, breaking the barriers of preconceptions

Relay experience as openness, rejecting standardized responses, with
viewers/audiences as co-creators and co-conspirators

ECLARATIO

Encourage audiences to become authors of their own experience and to
understand experience as a fraught terrain and as a process with its own

ambiguities, challenges and rewards

Move beyond instruction toward questioning that
invites mediation and interpretation

Make space for diversity, without
preconditions and expectations

Value collaborative processes over individuality, and accept fresh
responsibilities as informed, empowered and participating audiences

Build respect for the curatorial task and for the importance of archives and
cultural resources which must be available in the public domain

AUDIENCE

Create a culture of scholarship that avoids
gate-keeping and encourages inclusion

Build a more level playing field in which the importance of
collaboration between artists, scientists and audiences is
recognized as a foundation for responsible citizenship in a

just and equitable society

Recognize education as the space in which these capacities and values need
to be respected and nurtured
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Through its reflection, a consensus emerged at the Kochi
Exchange & Flow Workshop on the need for a collaborative effort
to build a foundation of values and principles that can empower
audiences, disciplines and practitioners in these ways:

Create relevance that can enable audiences to seize new opportunities
and keep pace with knowledge

Encourage individual curiosity that can move with sensitivity toward
informed opinion, breaking the barriers of preconceptions

Relay experience as openness, rejecting standardized responses, with
viewers/audiences as co-creators and co-conspirators

Encourage audiences to become authors of their own experience and
to understand experience as a fraught terrain and as a process with its
own ambiguities, challenges and rewards

Move beyond instruction toward questioning that invites mediation and
interpretation

Make space for diversity, without preconditions and expectations

Value collaborative processes over individuality, and accept fresh
responsibilities as informed, empowered and participating audiences

Build respect for the curatorial task and for the importance of archives
and cultural resources which must be available in the public domain

Create a culture of scholarship that avoids gate-keeping and
encourages inclusion

Build a more level playing field in which the importance of collaboration
between artists, scientists and audiences is recognized as a
foundation for responsible citizenship in a just and equitable society

Recognize education as the space in which these capacities and
values need to be respected and nurtured.

Drawn up by Professor Ashoke Chatterjee. March 2019.
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At a meetingon 5
March 2019, in Fort
Kochi, Kerala, India
at the Kochi-Muziris
Biennale 2018 the
Exchange & Flow
workshop participants
discussed a first
draft of the ‘Kochi
Declaration for
Audiences’ set out
herein.



